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Golf gadget 1s pretty Kool

for players with bad backs

Device helps golfers place
tee without bending over

By Steve Kaminski
The Grand Rapids Press

Brandon Hultink had been shot and
was preparing for the worst.

“I was bleeding to death,” Hultink said.
“I wag preparing myself mentally to die.”

Hultink, a 1988 Grand Rapids
Christian High School graduate, is a
sergeant with the Battle Creek Police
Department. His life changed Sept. 24,
2000, when he was called to investigate a
robbery in a residential area of Battle
Creek.

“We were on a call at night in the
patrol car, and we went to a 3 a.m.
robbery,” said Hultink, 35, who is
married with two children. “An innocent
man called, and three guys had run
through his back yard into a van. I was
talking to the guy, I hear movement, and
suddenly, they opened fire with semi-
automatic rifles.

“It was one gang robbing the other,

and I was hit with a 7.62 millimeter. I was
hit in the hip, and it tore all they way
through the pelvis.”

Hultink continues to experience
paralysis in his left leg, just below his
knee, and it’s expected to be a permanent
condition. :

But a sense of normalcy has returned
to his life. Hultink has returned to the
police force, and soon, he expects to do a
whole lot more golfing. ;

A new device, the Kool Tee, is
scheduled to hit the market this fall, and
it is expected to make golfing easier for
players like Hultink, who have back or
leg problems and often struggle to bend
over.

Hultink, a member of the Batile Creek
Christian Reformed Church, was talking
with fellow parishioner Preston Kool
about how difficult golfing can be for
those with disabilities.

Hultink was preaching to the choir —
Kool also has nagging back problems.

In fact, Kool had been working the
past two years with Extol Inc., a Zeeland-
based company, about developing a
device to aid golfers. They came up with
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Helpful hand: Brandon Hultink, a Battle

Creek police officer who was injured in
the line of duty, tees up a ball with the

help of the Kool Tee golf tool.







